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sale and retail business. Capital was not separated from labour, nor had the minute sub-division of labour in any particular manufactures which is so characteristic a feature of the competitive system* been worked out. Merchants were not absolutely unknown,, but they were a product of town life and of an extraneous civilisation. 1 can imagine the arrival of a merchant on one of his rare visits to the village. Loaded with his wares and cares, he would present the same aspect to the agricultural population that Odysseus, the man of many sorrows, who had known cities and men, presented to the simple Phaeacians in Homer.
These considerations will help us to understand some of the elements in the industrial and economic problems that confront us at the present day. They explain how it was that there were no large industries or foreign commerce on an organised scale among the institutions of the country. They also explain the strong opposition which a forward railway policy has called forth among some of the leaders of the community. In the days of hand-manufactures and capitalist wage-earners^ no great attention was required to the internal or external communications of the country. While there were some splendid trunk roads for military or administrative purposes, there were few that served the commercial and industrial needs of the community. Such needs can scarcely be said to have existed, and therefore no means were required for meeting them. In England,